
Making a Neighborhood 
Safer 
 

After helping speed up the demolition  of  
two abandoned buildings in Escondido in 
December 2009, Code Enforcement   
officers quickly secured another danger-
ous building in a nearby neighborhood in 
January 2010. The two buildings that 
had to be torn down made news      
headlines in late 2009 when the mother 
of a teen who was tragically killed in a 
DUI accident after leaving the property 
said the buildings had become a danger-
ous hideout for teens to illegally drink 
and party.  
While helping to get the buildings torn 
down, Code Enforcement officers 
learned from a neighbor that there was 
another abandoned property nearby that 
was dangerously unsecured. 
Code Enforcement inspected the  house  
and found windows had been broken to 
allow access and the front door and   
garage unlocked and open. The Sheriff’s 
Department also reported that it had  
responded to at least one call at the 
house that resulted in an arrest. 
Our Code Enforcement group worked 
quickly with the property owner to secure 
the property, boarding up windows and 
putting new locks on all doors. 

AFTER: 
Code Enforcement crews secured the        
buildings with boards and new locks.  

BEFORE: 
Windows were broken and doors left 

unlocked, providing easy access.  
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